Norfolk Contemporary Art Society

Trustees’ Report for the financial year ended 31 May 2010

The Norfolk Contemporary Art Society is registered with the Charity Commissioners (No. 262730).   For official purposes the Society’s address is 5 St. Giles Terrace, Norwich NR2 1NS.

The Trustees of the Society for the year from 1 June 2009 to 31 May 2010 were:

Officers: 

   Susan Curran – Chairman

   Cate Allwood ​– Treasurer

Member trustees: 

   Janey Bevington (from 19 July 2009)

   Jane Edwards

   Brenda Ferris (from 19 July 2009)

   Felicity Hartley

   Chris Heuvel (from 19 July 2009)

   Robin Jesson

   Derek Morris (from 19 July 2009)

   Nicola Ovenden (to 19 July 2009)

   Keith Pollard 

   Keith Roberts

   Robert Short 

   Mary Yule

The position of Secretary having been vacant for some time, the Society has appointed an Administrator on an honorarium of £1000 p.a. to provide secretarial and member support services.  Alison Hall has held this position throughout the year. 


Harriet Godwin served on the Society’s main committee as a representative of Norwich Castle Museum. 


The object of the Society is to advance the education of the public in the appreciation of the arts and in particular the creative art of the present day in all its branches.

  Under its rules the Society has the following powers of investment:

(a) To purchase works of art by living artists for presentation or loan to public museums, art galleries or other organisations where such works of art will be on view to the public.

(b) To raise funds and invite and receive contributions from any person or persons whatsoever by way of subscription, donation and otherwise; provided that the Society shall not undertake any permanent trading activities in raising funds for the object of the Society. 

(c) To do all such other things as will further the object.

In this reporting year the NCAS held a full programme of publicly accessible lectures, including talks by sculptor Bill Pye, Suzie Hanna on animation art, Robin Jesson on Corsham in the 1950s, Nixi Cura on contemporary Chinese art, Caroline Jarrold on the St James Art Project, Paul Hobson on the centenary of the Contemporary Art Society, and Robert Short on women and surrealism, We organized two outings for members: a day trip to the Gibberd Garden including a coach tour of Harlow, and a weekend trip to Paris. The 2009 AGM was held in July at Wolterton Hall, courtesy of Lord and Lady Walpole. 

An email contact list has been established for members, and those on the list were circulated regularly throughout the year with details of private views and other events of interest in the area. 

Much work went into preparing for two exhibitions. Photo-ID, a Wellcome Trust-funded exhibition, was held at The Forum, Norwich in August 2009, and arrangements were subsequently made to tour the exhibition. A show of members’ work was planned for The Forum, Norwich in collaboration with the Forum Trust in July 2010.

For the second year we awarded an NCAS prize for the most outstanding presentation at the Norwich School of Art and Design Degree Show. The prize of £250 went in 2009 to Joanne Young for her illustrative work.  
The Society has set up a separate charitable body, Sculpture for Norwich (SfN), in association with the Norwich Society.  The SfN committee comprising representatives of both societies has been formed, and plans were made for formal launch events in the summer of 2010.

A biennial auction of artworks and objets d’art was held at South Norwich Business Park  on 27 November 2009.  Approximately 100 lots raised over £5,400 gross, with a net profit of about £3,400 after 50:50 payments to artists. The proceeds were donated to Sculpture for Norwich. 

NCAS has lobbied actively on behalf of contemporary art during the year, and a number of members have participated in the Turning Point review process initiated by Arts Council East. 

The approximate number of members at the end of the year was 450.

A working balance of funds is held in Barclays Bank current accounts (one general account, and one account for dedicated funds). Remaining funds are invested in a COIF Charity Investment Fund which provides a very reasonable return.

Trustees and their responsibilities

The trustees are required to prepare for each financial year financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the surplus for the year then ended. In preparing financial statements, the trustees are required to select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently.
The trustees are responsible for ensuring proper accounting records are kept which disclose, with reasonable accuracy at any time, the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 1993 and follow the guidance for accounting for smaller charities issued by the Charities Commission. The trustees are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
Signed on behalf of the Committee

Susan Curran, Chair and Trustee

